Tinjure-Milke-Jaljale (TMJ) area, the largest Rhododendron arboreum forest in the world, an emerging tourist area and located North-East part of Nepal. A total of 326 species belonging to 83 families and 219 genera of angiospermic plants have been documented from this area. The largest families are Ericaceae (36 species) and Asteraceae (22 genera). Similarly, the largest and dominant genus was Rhododendron (26 species) in the area. There were 178 herbs, 67 shrubs, 62 trees, 15 climbers and other 4 species of sub-alpine and temperate plants. The paper has attempted to list the plants with their habits and habitats.
Introduction
The area of Tinjure-Milke-Jaljale (TMJ) falls under the middle Himalaya ranging from 1700 m asl to 5000 m asl, and geographically lies between 27 0 6'57" to 27 0 30'28" north latitude and 87 0 19'46" to 87 0 38'14" east longitude. It covers an area of more than 585 km 2 of three districts, Sankhuwasabha, Tehrathum and Taplejung in the Eastern Development Region of Nepal (EDRN) (Fig. 1) . It is one of the longest mountain ridges in between the watersheds of Arun and Tamor rivers, running through the boarder of the three districts. It is important to note that TMJ area lies approximately between the highest peak of the world (Mount Everest) and the lowest point (Kechana) of the country. The aerial distance from Mt. Everest (8848 m) to Milke Danda is 97 km and from Kechana (70 m) is 110 km (IUCN 2002 ).
TMJ has different climates from warm temperate in the lower part to alpine in the upper hill slopes, which determines overall biodiversity and development activities. With the increasing altitude, temperature is decreased and consequently different climatic zones within a sort vertical distance are found. The precipitation varies from 1000 to 2400 mm, and the average is about 1650 mm over the TMJ region. With the increasing altitude, rainfall is increased within the short vertical distance.
Land form range from moderately sloping, steeply sloping to very steeply sloping. Moderately sloping land is about 40% of the total area suitable for crop cultivation and human settlement. Forest area is more in the steeply sloping land. Forest is the largest category in terms of land-use 59% (340.13 km 2 ) of the total land in TMJ which is followed by cultivated land occupies 24% (140.97 km 2 ). The share of bush/ shrub and grassland covers is 5% and 11% respectively. Other land viz. landslide and ponds cover only 0.4% of the total area (IUCN 2002). TMJ area is the biodiversity treasure as well as considered as one of the important biological hotspot site of Nepal. It has high angiospermic floral diversity having 216 species according to IUCN, (2002) and 244 species according to Koiral a & Limbu (2010) . Similarly, it is considered as a biological corridor of Makalu Barun National Park and Kanchenjunga Conservation Area. The mountain ridges across TMJ are the natural niches for dozens of rhododendron species (Limbu, 2011) . It is the home to 25 rhododendron species out of 30 species from Nepal (Chaudhary & Taylor 2000) that is why it is called the capital of rhododendron in Nepal. TMJ is known to host the greatest rhododendron occurrence in Nepal. The Rhododendron arboreum forests of Milke Danda is arguably the largest rhododendron forest in the world (Milleville 2002) . Similarly, the site is rich in birds and mammalian fauna and considered as a breeding ground to endemic birds. Thus, the primary aim of this work was to make a checklist of angiospermic flora of TMJ area.
The conservation area of the TMJ area was formally initiated in the mid 1990s when IUCN Nepal launched natural resource management program in TMJ area. The Government of Nepal declared TMJ area as National Rhododendron Environmental Conservation Area (NRECA) under the Ministry of Population and Environment in 1997 (MOPE 1997) . IUCN has developed infrastructure and enhanced local level social awareness activities which are most essential for conservation. At present, IUCN completed 10 years project duration and handed over to Nepal government and Nepal Government did not take further initiation and allocation of budget for development of this area. Thus entire programmes are in standstill.
Methodology
The paper is based on the species collected during September 2010 and May 2011. Information was collected by making regular field visits and species were identified by using available literature (Watson et al. 2011 , Press et al. 2000 , Hara et al. 1978 , 1982 , Polunin & Stainton 2003 , Stainton 2003 , Hara & Williams 1979 , The Plant List 2010, version 1 ). Plant collection route was Basantapur (2250m), Tute Deurali (2475m), Ghurbise (2660m), Pancha Pokhari (2850m), Tinjure (2900m), Phedi (267m), Chouki (2690m), Mangalabare (2635m), Shreemane, Bhalukhop, Lampokhari (2800m), Gupha (2890m), Jorpokhari (2905m), Milke (3016m), Lampokhari (Thadelung) (2880m), Khoping (3000m), Harkate (3200m), Dobate (3450m), Gorujure (3600m), Hile, Gidde, Manebhanjyang (3400m), Khambole (3500m), Gurgutte (Tree line 3850m asl), Thumki (3950m), Bhakari Chhiruwa (4000m) and Jaljale Pokhari (4100m asl). Attempt was made to enumerate the family, genera and species in alphabetical order with botanical names followed by local name, habit and habitat and presented in a tabular form. In case of collection and estimation of floral diversity of TMJ area, the allocated time period was short which did not allow to collect entire plant diversity. However, plant species were collected by the process of "Rapid Biological Assessments" (Primack 1998) .
Results and Discussion
A total of 326 species belonging to 83 families and 219 genera of angiospermic plants have been documented from the TMJ proposed conservation area (Table 1) . Out of these, 261 species belong to 70 families and 172 genera of dicotyledons whereas 65 species and 47 genera of 13 families of monocotyledons (Fig. 3) . The largest families are Ericaceae (36 species), Asteraceae (30 species), Rosaceae (20 species), Poaceae (18 species), Cyperaceae (10 species), Polygonaceae (9 species), Lamiaceae and Urticaceae (8 species) and Araceae, Lauraceae and Orchidaceae (7 species). On the basis of genera, the largest families are Asteraceae (22 genera), Poaceae (18 genera) and Rosaceae (11 genera). Similarly, the largest genera are Rhododendron (26 species), Arisaema and Carex (6 species), Rubus (5 species) and Quercus, Anaphalis, Berberis and Persicaris (4 species). The collected plants are not alpine flora because this work was carried out below 4100m asl altitude in Tinjure-Milke-Jaljale area. On the other hand, Japanese expedition teams had collected about 578 species of angiospermic alpine flora in 1972, 1977 and 1991 from alpine region of Jaljale Himal (Ohba & Akiyama 1992) . There are only 72 species out of 326 species collected plants are re-reported in this work from the alpine flora of the Jaljale Himal.
Majority of the plants are herbaceous, there are 178 species of herbs, 67 species of shrubs, 62 species of trees, 15 species of climbers and other 4 species (Fig.  2 ). This work is not a complete report of angiospermic plants from Tinjure-Milke-Jaljale area. It needs more intense plant collection for a complete report. 
